
ART OF HOSTING 
TRAINING VEJLE, DENMARK 

23. - 26. October 2019
We invite you to join us in Denmark October 23 - 26, 2019 for an Art of Hosting training focused on collaborative and 
participatory hostmanship and practicing the skills of navigating, thriving and standing tall in challenges as they occur. 
We invite you to join us and to connect with other practitioners, leaders and innovators seeking to build their capacity.

This training is open for everyone, especially individuals and groups who want to mobilise others to be part of sustainable 
changes that work for all. It is for those who want to be able to ‘walk-the-talk’ in challenging times. Come and join us for a 3 day
training in The Art of Hosting & Harvesting Conversations that Matter, a practice that shows us how to bring the potent 
collective intelligence into play whenever we are inviting others to a project, meeting, workshop or conference. You will gain a 
deep insight into the mindset behind participatory hostmanship and practice participatory skills while exploring the concept of 
how to use 'cracks' to create wise and peaceful transformation. 

What are the tools you will learn and practice?
We offer you an opportunity to experience and integrate powerful tools such as World Café, Open Space, Designing for Wiser 
Action and Circle work, which are often used in the field of green transition and peace-making around the world. With these 
tools you will be able to offer any group of people a platform to share their highest potential. We’ll also be looking at how your 
own personal practice can give you a strong foundation for your work in, and for, the world.

Read more about ‘Art of Hosting’ here: www.artofhosting.org 

What did Leonard Cohen intend to say with such a powerful analogy as a crack? Is it a reminder of opportunities in the 
potent interplay of darkness and light in our lives? Is it to remind us of the imperfect and that in every relationship and system 
lies the opportunity for beauty and change? Is it an encouragement to act on the cues we get to create new paths? What cracks 
do you experience in your own life and work and on a global scale? We will be investigating these questions in a lively heartful 
and hands-on atmosphere through our learning journey together. 

This AoH training will help you stand in the ‘cracks’ or even meet the ‘crisis’ with stamina, knowing how to invite, how to host 
meetings that get results and how to plan the next steps in a collaborative way where all voices are heard.

Cracks appear in our personal and professional lives all the time - between individuals, in smaller groups and on a systemic, 
even societal, scale. We don’t always notice them. Sometimes we consciously ignore them. But when we have the courage and 
power to explore and work with them instead of against them, they can lead to small shifts that hold the seeds for powerful 
transformations and become an invitation for others to start joining in.

The calling question 
 

How do we act wisely on the ‘cracks’ 
in systems and relations for 

new sustainable patterns to emerge? 

How do we intentionally make 'cracks' appear?

Our calling question is inspired by the Leonard Cohen song 
“Anthem” where it says:  “There’s a crack in everything, 

that’s how the light gets in.”

Please save the dates and share with others. 
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Your hosts throughout the training
On the hosting team we are thrilled to have the internationally recognised Story Activist and Art of Hosting steward 
Mary Alice Arthur (US) and Helle Solvang (DK) who is a cultural, ‘green’ entrepreneur and well known radio host from her time at 
DR (Danish National Radio). They will, together with a team of other skilled practitioners, inspire and encourage you throughout 
the training and offer you advice, support and networking after the training to help you exploit your potential.

Mary Alice  mary-alice@getsoaring.com

Helle Solvang   solvang.helle@gmail.com

Where does the training take place? 
Our venue is Brandbjerg Højskole & Conference Center near Vejle, Denmark. This training is residential.
The Center is situation in Jutland and has a good reputation especially within education, and for sustainability and service. 
The kitchen is mainly organic and the profile is green. It is spacious and built around a beautiful old manor-house surrounded 
by forest and fields. 

How to get there: The closest railway-station is Vejle. From there take a bus to Brandbjerg. The closest international airport 
is Billund (Jylland) approx. 30 km's from the venue. Let us know and we will pick you up, more info here www.bll.dk/da-dk.

For more about the venue: www.brandbjerg.dk

Need more information about the training? 
If you have any questions or want information about early bird price and prices for shared room / single room 
please contact us.

Let us know if you are interested:  www.bit.ly/2KuYg1u

The calling team
Rasmus Holm, Kirsten Bragh, Helle Solvang, Mary-Alice Arthur and Sille Schirmer

Who is the training for?
The training is for you if

.   You are tired of meetings that don’t work, where people seem not to hear each other 

   or leave frustrated

.   You feel that meetings could contain more wisdom but don’t know how to bring it out 

.   You know that our cultural challenges begin in the way we deal with each other and 

    you’d like to gain some skills

.   You experience communities marked by consistent lack of dialogue falling into apathy 

    or indifference and you feel like doing something about it collaboratively 

.   You are looking for ways to bring in all voices and refocus differences into a strength

Who are we inviting

.   Managing directors & senior leaders

.   Project Managers & team leaders

.   Changemakers, artists, storytellers and journalists

.   External & internal consultants

.   Those working in NGOs or community

.   Teachers & school administrators

.   Students and youth leaders

.   Citizens from all walks of life
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